
 

 

 

Florida Oral Health Alliance Result: All Florida children, youth and families have good oral health 

and well-being, especially those that are vulnerable. 

What is the Florida Oral Health Alliance? An initiative to develop a statewide Oral Health 

Collaborative comprised of a group of broad-based multi-sector stakeholders with the insight, 

influence, resources and ability to achieve collective impact and create statewide systems change. 

Strategic Plan Purpose: 
 A call to action to improve access to and utilization of dental care for Florida’s most 

vulnerable children. 

 A toolkit of best practices and community-specific strategies to guide people working at 

both state and local levels. 

 A resource for identifying partners and community stakeholders that have a role to play in 

improving the oral health of Florida’s vulnerable children.  

Strategic Plan Overview:  
Background: The oral health of Florida’s vulnerable children (Page 4) 

 Florida was ranked first among all 50 states as having the highest percentage of children 
covered by Medicaid who did not see a dentist in 2011 – 75.5%, over 20 points higher than 
the national average. 

 In 2011 only 23% of children eligible for Medicaid received any dental care with just 14% 
receiving preventive care in 2011. 

 In 2015, 35% of Florida’s Medicaid eligible children received any dental services and 33% 
received preventive dental care. 

 Dental-related visits to the ED have increased each year between 2005 and 2014 from 
104,642 to 163,900. Dental charges tripled during this period from $47.7 million to $193.4 
million. 

 

Areas of Focus:  
1) Oral health education    2) Barriers to dental care  
3) Increased funding for oral health   4) Improved data collection  
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Prioritized Factors (Pages 8-16) 
In order to design appropriate change strategies, the Alliance planning group developed a list of 
factors that both drive and restrict progress toward achievement of the result.  
 
These include: 
1. There is a lack of understanding of the impact of community decisions and personal beliefs on 

oral health, the importance of preventive dental care and the value of oral health.  
2. There is a lack of information regarding available dental services and how to access them. 
3. There are available dental health services that are not being accessed. 
4. Inadequate funding does not provide access to services which leads to a low number of 

providers, lack of coverage and benefits. 
5. There is a lack of consistent collaboration from partners and stakeholders, including oral health 

understanding by legislators. 
6. Services are not meeting the needs of the population, including special needs and children 

needing special procedures. 
7. There is a lack of real time data that can identify which patients need dental care. Data is 

needed at the patient level.  
 

Strategy Ideas (Pages 21-24) 
The strategy ideas in this plan are meant to be used by communities as suggestions for action. 
Communities should design action steps according to their particular needs and environments. 
Strategies that have been prioritized by the group are notated **. 
 

1. **Create and consistently implement oral health education and messaging in the community for 
parents and guardians regarding the importance of oral health prevention and how it relates to 
educational attainment.  (Focus area – Oral Health Education) 

 

2. **Encourage and incentivize the provision of inter-professional education and training for 
medical and allied health professionals regarding oral health to include oral health screenings 
and risk assessment and placement of fluoride varnishes. (Focus area – Oral Health Education) 

 

3. Develop Emergency Department diversion programs. (Focus area – Barriers to Oral Health Care) 
 

4. Increase outreach efforts by managed care plans to improve access to dental care by aligning 
with community stakeholders to maximize local resources. Stakeholders include hospitals, 
school districts, academic and medical and allied health training institutions, health providers, 
state and county agencies, and various community groups such as charities, foundations and 
other non-for profits. (Focus area – Barriers to Oral Health Care) 

 

5. Utilize primary care/pediatric providers so that children can receive medical and dental 
treatment on the same day. (Focus Area - Barriers to Oral Health Care) 

 

6. Advocate for required oral health exams for school entry  
(Focus Area-Barriers to Oral Health Care) 

 

7. Expand school-based oral health programs through sharing best practices already in place. 

     (Focus Area - Barriers to Oral Health Care) 
 

8. Promote management of dental caries by using new prevention models in the dental delivery 
system. (Focus Area – Need for Increased Funding) 

 
9. Establish real time data collection systems to include sharing between plans, medical care, 

dental care and schools in order to assess needs and address barriers.  
(Focus Area – Data Collection) 

 
Access the Oral Health Strategic Plan at http://flhealthinnovation.org/florida-alliance-about-us/  

http://flhealthinnovation.org/florida-alliance-about-us/

